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A Letter from the ChairA Letter from the Chair
by Marjorie Allison

 A year ago, I would have been shocked if you 
had told me that I would be writing the “Letter from the 
Chair” for The Mirror & the Lamp this spring. But, then 
again, I think most of us have been surprised and changed 
by this unprecedented year. So, here I am, writing from 
the Chair’s desk in English. For those of you who don’t 
know me, I have been at WIU for a very long time, hap-
pily teaching everything from the British Novel to Non-
western Literature to Women and Literature to Ethnic 
Literature. I tend to gravitate to where different power 
structures bump up against each other, and this has served 
me well this year.
 This has been a heartbreaking and challenging 
year, but I’ve been inspired by the creativity and resil-
ience of the students and faculty in English. We adapted 
to Zoom, held classes, readings, and continued to learn 
about and celebrate the authors we love and the readers 
and writers we are. As the vaccine rolls out and the tem-
peratures rise, many of us are adopting a more hopeful 
stance—we can now hope the sun will be out soon. 
 What I don’t think, though, is that we are, nor that 
we should be, trying to “get back to normal.” Our hope is 
to learn from this year and make a better department. The 
department of English has tried to practice this through-
out COVID-19’s challenges. Even as COVID changed 
the university, faculty spent the year thinking about the 
future of the English major. I’m pleased to announce 
that we are revising our current major and creating two 

new major options. Students will now be able to choose 
to major in our revised programs in English Literature 
or English Education, or they can chose one of our new 
options in Professional Writing or Creative Writing. All 
four options will build upon a common core: our belief in 
reading, writing, and the power of storytellers to change 
the world for the better.
 So, as we look towards brighter times with less 
trauma, let’s remember to keep imagining, keep dream-
ing, keep reading, and keep writing for a better (not nor-
mal) world.

Department Chair Marjorie Allison 
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English Major Profile: Juliana GoodmanEnglish Major Profile: Juliana Goodman 

 Juliana Goodman majored in English and mi-
nored in creative writing. She went on to earn her MFA 
in creative writing from Purdue. Her first novel will be 
published in the spring of 2022.

M&L: Why did you choose to major in English at 
Western? 

I always loved reading and writing, and it was the one 
subject I knew I could be good at.

M&L: What is your current job?

I’m currently the Visiting Assistant Professor of English 
at the University of Tulsa where I teach creative writing 
as a 2020 Tulsa Artist Fellow in Literary Arts. I’m also a 
young adult fiction author with my debut novel scheduled 
to be released in Spring 2022.

M&L: How did your study of English help you to suc-
ceed in your career?

By becoming a stronger writer, creatively and academi-
cally, and with the support of the English faculty, I was 
more than prepared for graduate school. Being taught and 
nurtured by the dedicated professors at WIU helped me 
to become the professor and writer I am today. Having 
a strong group of people behind me who supported my 
dreams gave me the confidence I needed to reach my ca-
reer goals. 

M&L: What were some of your best experiences as a 
student in English at Western? 

I really enjoyed working as a coeditor on Elements Lit-
erary Magazine and taking  creative writing workshops 
with Dr. Erika Wurth and Professor Barbara Lawhorn. 
For the first time, I felt nurtured as a writer, student, and 
an individual. 

M&L: What advice would you give to students con-
sidering studying English here at Western?

Take advantage of every opportunity that comes your 
way. And get to know your professors; they love seeing 
their students do well, and building good relationships 
with them can really change your life. It changed mine 
and I can 100% say that there’s nothing I would change 
about the amazing years I spent as an English major at 
Western Illinois University.

Inspiration for the CoverInspiration for the Cover

Juliana Goodman, B.A. 2014

This year’s cover was based on a type of photography called knolling, in which objects are neatly arranged on a 
flat surface and then shot from above. Each quadrant draws on a certain course or area of English studies, using 
an assortment of related items to capture the aesthetic of that element. The images here were inspired by both 
specific courses (ENG 483 Editing and Reviewing with Dr. Helwig, upper left; ENG 540 Women in Graphic 
Memoirs with Dr. Allison, lower right) and more general experiences in English classes (online learning during 
the pandemic, upper right; the 3 C’s of English: Cultural studies, classics, and caffeine, lower left). Of course, 
these are only a few of countless options—what kind of tableau would you create to encapsulate an aspect of 
your experience studying English?
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IS OUR ERA A RETURN TO THE DIVISIONS IS OUR ERA A RETURN TO THE DIVISIONS 
OF THE nineteenth CENTURY?OF THE nineteenth CENTURY?

An Interview with Professors Dan Malachuk and Tim Helwig

 It is hard to escape news stories or posts on Twit-
ter and Facebook that compare 2020–2021 to the national 
divisions that defined the United States in the nineteenth 
century and culminated in the Civil War, Reconstruction, 
and its aftermath. Professors Dan Malachuk and Tim Hel-
wig specialize in nineteenth-century American literature 
and culture. The Mirror & the Lamp reached out to ask 
them to share their thoughts on what we might learn by 
attending to the culture and literature of the nineteenth 
century.

M&L: Why do you each focus on the nineteenth cen-
tury? What makes it so fascinating and relevant that 
you choose to devote your scholarly life to it over, say, 
the Renaissance or modernism? 

 DM: A bright line in human history can be drawn 
in the late eighteenth century. Before, people thought 
humans could be ranked from low to high as in Alex-
ander Pope’s notorious “great chain of being.”  The an-
cien régime exemplified this hierarchical ranking of life. 
After the Age of Revolution, people began to think all 
human lives are of equal value. Politically, that changes 
everything, and nineteenth-century literature provides the 
hottest take on this equality, the most important political 
concept in human history.

 TH: The antebellum period, with its glaring con-
tradiction between national narratives of exceptional 
democracy and the facts of chattel slavery in the South 
and growing class stratification in the North, inspired ca-
nonical and popular authors alike to measure the degree 
to which lived reality fell short of the Founding Fathers’ 
ideals. And many of the writers that today are credited 
with the flowering of American letters—such as Herman 
Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Fred-
erick Douglass, and Fanny Fern—did not like what they 
saw. Interrogating American society in order to improve 
it, an essential exercise for a healthy democracy, is a cen-
tral component of our foundational literature of the early 
nineteenth century and remains instructive today.

M&L: What is one way studying the nineteenth cen-
tury can help us understand some particular aspect of 
all that is happening today in the United States? 

 DM: The three biggest movements for equality all 
began more or less in the nineteenth century; when the lit-
erature of that period wrestles with hierarchies based on 
race, sex, or class, it often does so rawly, even clumsily, 
and in so doing really illuminates what’s at stake. Read 
contemporary literature to learn about microaggressions; 
the nineteenth century is where to learn about the macro 
ones! 
 My scholarly focus has long been on how meta-
physical claims were made for equality back then during 
those turbulent early days of democracy: for example, 
when the proslavery politicians clarified the US Con-
stitution was on their side in the 1850s, the abolitionists 
and transcendentalists did not hesitate to say, “Well, then 
there’s a ‘higher law’ that’s antislavery!” The humanities’ 
greatest contribution over the last fifty years has arguably 
been postmodernism, which looks down on higher law 
and things like this as a kind of magical thinking. I get 
that, but I think we’ve underestimated the political savvy 
of appealing to a higher law on behalf of equality. 

Plate 172 of the Atlas to Accompany the Official Re-
cords of the Union and Confederate Armies, containing 
illustrations of uniforms worn by Union and Confeder-

ate soldiers during the American Civil War.
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 TH: I absolutely agree with Dan about the divi-
siveness of the period, particularly the decade leading up 
to the Civil War, and I believe it is important to recognize 
the less likely alliances that were encouraged and some-
times formed in the interests of broader socioeconomic 
justice. 
 Whether it is the so-called radical democrats, 
white writers of sensational fiction like George Lippard 
and Augustine Duganne who argued against and fought in 
the Union Army to end chattel slavery, sought to reform 
the prison system, and founded cooperative and mutual 
aid organizations to help ameliorate the growing class 
inequality wrought by emergent capitalism, or a leading 
intellectual like Frederick Douglass who insisted on the 
dignity of every individual and reached out to hostile 
constituencies like non-slave-owning Southern whites in 
an effort to broaden political resistance to chattel slavery, 
there were inspiring American writers who appealed to 
our better angels and did not simply demonize those who 
disagreed with them. While there are reactionary voices 
on the far right and the far left today just as there were in 
the 1850s, the constructive actions taken by multiracial 
working-class advocates and the rhetorically effective 
writing of Frederick Douglass are inspiring and worthy 
of our emulation.

M&L: In his essay “On the Concept of History,” the 
German cultural critic Walter Benjamin wrote that 
“To articulate the past historically does not mean to 
recognize it ‘the way it really was.’ It means to seize 
hold of a memory as it flashes up at a moment of dan-
ger.” Is there a “memory” of the past that has sudden-
ly “flashed up” for you this year, becoming more vivid 
and useful to understanding our present? 

 DM: This is a good question, but, honestly, no. 
On reflection, I think I know the reason why.  I’m a big 
believer in Benjamin’s point about the past illuminating 
the present, but the scholars who illuminate the political 
present for me nowadays focus on the twentieth centu-
ry, not the nineteenth. I’m thinking of people like Timo-
thy Snyder, author of On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from 
the Twentieth Century. Because democratic citizenship 
was so much more restricted in the nineteenth century, 
the defenses of hierarchy then were much more blatant.  
Imagine the kind of racist or sexist language a white male 
citizen in the US might use in 1821 versus 1921, for in-
stance. In 1820, there is literature advocating outright pa-
triarchy and slavery and colonialism. In 1921, you might 
still find these, especially for colonialism, but there are 
also new languages, very innovative at the time, where 
those at the top of a hierarchy actually write as if they 
are being persecuted, all to maintain their dominance, or 
what’s called “resentment.” Resentment writing was key 
to fascism’s rise in 1921 and you can hear it every night 
on Fox in 2021; I don’t think you’ll find it in 1821. 

Professor Dan Malachuk

Professor Tim Helwig
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 TH: In light of so much mob violence reported 
in the news this past year, I was reminded of the Astor 
Place Riots in Manhattan of 1849, when over twenty 
protesters were gunned down by the military amidst the 
chaos. A group of American populists were protesting 
the performance of Macbeth by English actor William 
Charles Macready over their preferred choice of Amer-
ican actor Edwin Forrest, turning the conflict into an 
expression of their class grievances. I have always been 
curious about Herman Melville’s decision to sign the 
petition in support of the English Macready to be al-
lowed to perform at the Astor Opera House in peace. 
Working on his class-inflected novel Redburn that 
would be published six months after the riot and occur-
ring four years prior to writing his celebrated proletarian 
story “Bartleby, the Scrivener,” Melville must have felt 
conflicted between the mob’s nativist animus directed 
at Macready and its justified frustration with growing 
class divisions in America. How did he feel about hav-
ing signed the petition after the senseless bloodshed on 
the streets? Melville was a complicated figure, but his 
decision to eschew nativism without compromising his 
sympathy for the working classes strikes me as princi-
pled and courageous.

Herman Melville’s “Bartleby, the Scrivener” is one text 
mentioned by Dr. Helwig which explores the topic of 

growing class divisions 

M&L: What work of nineteenth-century literature 
would you recommend students, professors, and 
alumni read this year? How will it help us in the pres-
ent? 

 DM: That’s another good question. I personally 
think Henry David Thoreau’s Walden is still worth your 
time, and I have enjoyed talking with students about Em-
ily Dickinson’s poetry in various classes recently.

 TH: I can’t think of a more powerful and rele-
vant text than Frederick Douglass’s autobiography of 
1855 My Bondage and My Freedom, a text that echoes in 
contemporary novels like Colson Whitehead’s The Un-
derground Railroad that I teach and Ta-Nehisi Coates’s 
The Water Dancer. Through masterful use of Aristotelian 
rhetoric that is especially attentive to audience, Dou-
glass documents his heroic escape from chattel slavery 
as well as the systemic racial prejudice he experienced 
and resisted in the north. Douglass advocates justified 
antislavery violence against the national sin of slavery 
and brings attention to historical African Americans like 
Madison Washington in his writing of the 1850s, and he 
works tirelessly at pragmatic reform efforts like starting 
an industrial school in Rochester, New York, for African 
American and white children to learn useful skills and 
improve their lives.

My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass
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English Major Profile: Ethan KnightEnglish Major Profile: Ethan Knight

M&L: Why did you choose to major in English at 
Western?

 I chose to major in English at WIU for a few reasons. I 
began as a theatre major, but after taking several classes 
with some of the awesome faculty, I realized that there 
was a place for me in the English department as well as 
the theatre department, so I chose to double major. I found 
that many of the ideas and concepts that I was already 
putting into practice in my theatre coursework were ex-
actly the sort of ideas, concepts, and theories being stud-
ied and discussed in my English coursework, and I think 
that the two complemented each other well.

M&L: What is your current job?

I am currently a National Fellowships Coordinator at the 
University of South Carolina.

 M&L: How did your study of English help you to 
succeed in your career?

My study of English has honestly driven my career. Had 
I not studied English at WIU, I would never have gone on 
to earn my master’s degree and pursue a career in higher 

education. I’ve spent the last seven years working in dif-
ferent capacities in higher ed, in both administration and 
teaching, and the critical reading, thinking, and writing 
skills that I honed at WIU have guided my career choices 
and shaped how I see and interact with the world. Study-
ing English at WIU opened so many doors for me and 
really shaped my thinking in fundamental ways, and I at-
tribute a lot of that to not only the excellent faculty but 
also their commitment to student success.

M&L: What were some of your best experiences as a 
student in English at Western?

This is a tough question—there were so many! A few 
highlights include revising and presenting my first con-
ference paper through our chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, 
having spirited discussions about Moby-Dick in Tim Hel-
wig’s English 347 class, and visiting different professors’ 
homes to listen to fascinating presentations on their re-
search interests as part of our Sigma Tau Delta chapter’s 
Dinners and Conversations series. It’s also hard to omit 
all of the countless office hours spent discussing litera-
ture, theory, and composition with faculty members like 
Magdelyn Helwig, Margaret Sinex, Chris Morrow, and 
Tim Helwig. I wouldn’t trade the personal and individual 
attention WIU English faculty were willing to give me 
for anything.

M&L: What advice would you give to students con-
sidering studying English here at Western?

My advice to students considering studying English WIU 
would be… do it! I can’t sing the praises of the English 
faculty enough. Develop relationships with the faculty 
you like and work well with. If you show them your com-
mitment to learning, they will help you succeed, not only 
during your time at WIU, but long after, as well. Some of 
my most important mentors were faculty I studied with 
at WIU, and many of them still keep in contact with me 
and continue to support me throughout my career. These 
are the people who challenged me and who pushed me to 
succeed, and without the personalized, individual atten-
tion I received from WIU English faculty, I think my life 
would look very different now.

Ethan Knight, B.A. 2013
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Sigma Tau Delta Virtual Trivia NightSigma Tau Delta Virtual Trivia Night

 Every semester, English faculty and Sigma Tau 
Delta students gather together discuss and celebrate all 
things English. While a normal semester would see us 
breaking bread and reading aloud at Dinners and Con-
versations, the pandemic drove us online this year for a 
virtual trivia event. 
 On Saturday, October 24, the WIU English De-
partment’s Phi Delta chapter of Sigma Tau Delta hosted 
a virtual trivia night with questions written by English 
faculty.
 Students worked in teams of two and three to an-
swer trivia questions in eight different categories: Film 
(Dr. Roberta Di Carmine), Young Adult Literature (Dr. 
Alisha White), Harry Potter (Dr. Rebekah Buchanan), 
Book or Film First? (Professor Barbara Lawhorn), Edgar 
Allan Poe (Dr. Timothy Helwig), African American and 
Latinx Literature (Dr. Jose Fernandez), Poetry (Dr. Mag-
delyn Helwig), and Theory (Dr. David Banash).

The following teams participated:

Barred Owl Appreciation Society (English graduate 
students Katya Kozhukhova and A. J. Rocca),

Literary Cannonballs (English education majors Alli 
Barr and Connor Sullivan),

Mantis Shrimp (English graduate students Kendrick 
Keller and Maureen Sullivan),

The Rat Pack (English graduate student Kaylee Gun-
dling and English major Emma Dayhoff),

Talk Poe To Me (English major Abigail Gindlesberg-
er and English education majors Hannah Edwards and 
Mackenzie Ricco),

The Three Musketeers (English minor Jessica Scha-
umberg and English education majors Darrin Ross and 
Ashunti Westbrook)

Vampyre Boo-levard (English graduate students Aman-
da Carman and Anthony Vaughn).

Trivia questions from the poetry category

 Our play with trivia led us into side conversations 
about the films of Francis Ford Coppola, the novels of S. 
E. Hinton, updates on job offers and internships, debates 
about the greatest Poe story, and much more.
 The end of the evening found Literary Cannon-
balls taking first place with Vampyre Boo-levard coming 
in second and The Rat Pack coming in third. All members 
of the winning teams received Amazon gift cards ($20 
each for first, $15 each for second, and $10 each for third) 
so they can buy more books!

Slideshow created by faculty

Participants on Zoom
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SCHOLAR OF THE YEAR 2020–2021: ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SCHOLAR OF THE YEAR 2020–2021: 
ABIGAIL GINDLESBERGERABIGAIL GINDLESBERGER

 Abigail Gindlesberger was named the Department 
of English’s Scholar of the Year for 2020-2021. Abigail 
is a full-time student on the Macomb campus, and she is 
particularly focused on creative writing. The Mirror & 
the Lamp reached out to Abigail and asked her about her 
experience in English.

M&L: Why did you choose to major in English?

I’ve been in love with reading ever since my mom taught 
me how to read with the Junie B. Jones series by Barbara 
Park, and I had always wanted to spend the rest of my life 
doing something that involved reading and writing. In my 
eighth-grade year of school, I started thinking about what 
I wanted to do in the future and I found out that you don’t 
have to go into teaching to do something in the English 
field. After that, my sole plan was to major in English and 
see where my reading and writing could take me.

M&L: What book has made the biggest impact on you 
so far?

As is typical with most people in the English field, I have 
a very difficult time choosing a favorite book and decid-
ing on one book that made the biggest impact on my life 
is also a daunting task. There are three books that imme-
diately come to mind when I think about that question, 
the first being The Iron King by Julie Kagawa because 

it reawakened my passion for reading when I was in ju-
nior high school. The second book is A Court of Thorns 
and Roses, the first book in my favorite series by Sarah J. 
Maas because Maas’s beautiful way of shaping a world 
and writing compelling characters has forever changed 
the way I look at novels. Finally, Virginia Woolf’s essay, 
A Room of One’s Own, heavily impacted me as a female 
writer and inspired me to always write fearlessly and with 
fervor simply because I can.

M&L: What writing assignment are you most proud 
of?

Even though I prefer to write fiction, the assignment that I 
am most proud of is a piece that I wrote in my nonfiction 
workshop with Professor Barbara Lawhorn entitled “The 
Purple Bathroom” that details my experiences growing 
up with three older sisters and how witnessing the highs 
and lows of their lives shaped my own.

M&L: Are you reading or writing this summer?

Absolutely! I make it a point to read every night before 
bed and there has been a multitude of great books living 
on my shelves for so long that I’m hoping to get through 
a majority of them this summer. As for writing, between 
scholarship essays and the all-too intimidating pages of a 
novel, I never stop writing, but that’s the way I prefer to 
live.

M&L: What are you looking forward to this fall?

My schedule for the fall semester is primarily English 
classes, which is always something to look forward to 
and I’m able to take a playwriting class in the fall, so 
I’m very excited to explore that field of writing and see 
where it leads me. What I’m most excited about, howev-
er, is advanced fiction writing with Dr. Erika Wurth be-
cause we’re going to be exploring novel writing, which 
is something I haven’t yet been able to do, so I can’t wait 
for that!

Abigail Gindlesberger
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 As an undergraduate, Molly Hall focused on pro-
fessional writing, worked on The Mirror & the Lamp, 
and wrote a successful grant to help fund a teen center 
in Crystal Lake, Illinois. She went on to earn a master’s 
degree in public administration from Northern Illinois 
University, and today she is the Chief of Staff for the Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois.

M&L: What courses and experiences made the big-
gest impact on you when you were a student in the 
English department? What kinds of opportunities 
and experiences would you recommend that English 
majors get involved in?

 Grant and Proposal Writing with Dr. Baird and 
Writing for the Social Web with Dr. Buchanan. The best 
thing I learned from both of those courses was to stop 
being a perfectionist! Sometimes, grants and proposals 
take many iterations to be approved, and web writing can 
almost always be edited. I took both of these courses near 
the end of my time at Western, but this was when the 
phrase “writing is a process” finally clicked for me.  I 
was a type A perfectionist for most of my life, and the 
idea of not having something done perfectly the first time 
didn’t resonate with me until then. Also, working with 
Bill Knox on my honors thesis as well as numerous other 
courses. He became a sounding board for me towards the 
end of my time at Western as I tried to decide on what 

was next. He wrote one of my recommendation letters 
for graduate school.
 To English majors: Take at least one profession-
al writing course to prepare you for the workforce, and 
get involved on campus! Join something, whether that’s 
with the English department or another campus group, 
and if your schedule allows for it, run for an executive 
or board position as well. My experience as a student 
organization president is one of the things that helped 
me develop the time management, project management, 
and leadership skills that help me to this day. One thing 
that can help you stand out when applying for jobs after 
graduation are transferable skills (which the communi-
cation skills you learn as an English major absolutely 
are), but also the organizational and people skills that 
will make you an asset to their organization.

M&L: As a student, you were involved in a number 
of internships and other service-learning experienc-
es. What was most challenging for you in these op-
portunities? How important were things like your 
volunteer work with the Crystal Lake Teen Center to 
your later successes?

 I had planned to work in publishing when I 
switched my major from psychology to English after 
my freshman year. The summer before my senior year, 
I interned in digital publishing and hated it. I realized I 
wanted to do something that made a difference with the 
skills that I had. I had strong time management and proj-
ect management skills already from leading a student 
organization on campus (University Dance Theatre) 
and taking course loads of eighteen to twenty-one credit 
hours each semester. I graduated in three and a half years 
with a myriad of transferable skills but no idea how to 
apply them. I wrote my first grant (as an assignment for 
Grant and Proposal Writing) for the Crystal Lake Teen 
Center and, surprisingly, we were funded. It was that 
moment that I felt like I found my niche.
 After graduating in December 2016, I planned to 
work for a few years and then attend graduate school be-
cause I hadn’t yet decided on what I wanted my master’s 
in, but I knew I wanted to do graduate school. I spent 
more than six months full time job hunting for entry-lev-
el nonprofit development positions before realizing that 
I needed either more experience or a master’s degree in 
order to be a chosen candidate. As I filled out my grad-

English major profile: Molly HallEnglish major profile: Molly Hall

Molly Hall, B.A. 2016
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uate school application for NIU’s MPA program, I still 
applied for jobs as I waited for a response. I ended up 
interviewing for both a graduate 
assistantship and having a sec-
ond interview for a grants man-
ager position with Girl Scouts of 
Northern Illinois (GSNI) with-
in the same two weeks. I heard 
back from the university first, 
and I couldn’t turn down a tuition 
waiver for my graduate work.

M&L: Did you find your read-
ing and writing skills you learned in the English major 
gave you advantages that helped you succeed in your 
graduate work? How did your work in the English 
major influence your decision to do graduate work in 
public administration?

 I remember sitting in the all-day (eight hour) ori-
entation for the NIU MPA program feeling overwhelmed 
and out of place, as most of the individuals at my table 
had studied community leadership together in undergrad 
or were currently working in a public sector position. 
Then the next speaker began his presentation on profes-
sional writing. He spoke about how much of a public ad-
ministrator’s job will involve a great deal of professional 
writing like formal memos as well as community-facing 
content. As he continued on about the basics of profes-
sional writing, style guides, audience, etc., I finally felt 
like I actually belonged in that room. Transitioning from 
academic writing to professional writing can be a strug-
gle since academic writing involves much of the writer’s 
own analysis while the first rule of professional writing 
is to not recreate the wheel, but I felt like I had already 
honed those skills pretty well.

M&L: How did you become the Chief of Staff at Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois, and how do the skills you 
learned as an English major help you succeed here?

 Networking. After I accepted the position to work 
with the NIU Center for Governmental Studies as a Grad-
uate Research Assistant in Survey Research and Strate-
gic Planning, I let GSNI know that I’d be interested in 
applying for other positions (if any were available) after 
I graduated. In turn, I was offered a contract position to 
assist with grant research which I gladly accepted. After 
a year of graduate work, working at my assistantship, and 

working with GSNI on contract, GSNI reached out about 
the Chief of Staff position. Initially, I was asked to share 

it with my network, but after read-
ing through the job description, I 
decided to throw my hat in the ring. 
A few weeks later, I had an offer 
letter sent to me and I had official-
ly moved from a full-time graduate 
student to part-time.
     In our increasingly digital 
world, a lot of our communication 
is written rather than verbal, and I 
see this as a trend continuing in the 

workplace. I can express myself better in writing than I 
can verbally (not that public speaking skills aren’t im-
portant!) which helps cut down on back-and-forth as well 
as conflicts. I do a lot of interfacing with the community 
in my role, so clear communication that also follows our 
brand standards as well as supports our mission is criti-
cal.

M&L: What is your favorite memory from your time 
in the English department at Western?

 Making a bet with Chris Morrow about the 2016 
World Series. If the Cubs won, he’d give us an extension 
on the essay we had due that week, and as a lifelong Cubs 
fan, I clearly had other priorities that week. Obviously, I 
won that bet and the entire class got a week extension.

Molly now serves as the Chief of Staff for the Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois

“I wrote my first grant 
for the Crystal Lake Teen 
Center and, surprisingly, 
we were funded. It was 
that moment that I felt 
like I found my niche.”
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MY LIFE IN FOUR BOOKS: MARK MOSSMANMY LIFE IN FOUR BOOKS: MARK MOSSMAN

1) What book was most important to you in high 
school? Why? 
 The spring of my junior year, something clicked, 
my life changed, and I discovered literature in a very se-
rious way. Our junior year course was in American liter-
ature and we read stories and poems out of an anthology, 
I think the Bedford Guide to American Literature, but I 
am not sure. I read the entire anthology, way more than 
was actually assigned for the class. I remember being en-
thralled by the short stories in the anthology, like “An 
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce, 
for example, or “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe. 
I remember reading “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by 
Flannery O’Connor. I remember “The Jilting of Granny 
Weatherall” by Katherine Anne Porter.
 Even though I didn’t realize this at the time, this 
anthology was probably the most important book to me in 
high school simply because through it I started to under-
stand my life through literature.

2) What book was most important to you when you 
were an undergraduate English major? Why? 
 This is hard. I read a ton when I was an under-
graduate English major. I want to emphasize that there 
were many significant moments in my reading. Those in-
clude reading all of Jane Austen one winter break, and 
reading William Carlos Williams’s Spring and All one 
spring break; they include the first time I read Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein, the first time I read Coleridge’s 
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” the first time I read, 
for a class with the great Stella Revard, Milton’s Para-
dise Lost; they include when I bought a copy of T. S. 
Eliot’s Sacred Wood, and when I struggled, mightily, 
with Foucault’s Madness and Civilization; they include 
a constant reading of the Victorian poets, like Tennyson, 
and William Morris, and both Christina and Dante Gabri-

el Rossetti (The book of sonnets by D. G. Rossetti, The 
House of Life, was a prized possession).
 The most important book for me, however, was 
the New Directions paperback of Dylan Thomas’s Col-
lected Poems. I took this book with me wherever I went.  
I read the poems constantly. I begged and then persuad-
ed a professor to do an independent study with me on 
Dylan Thomas. This book was a touchstone for me with-
out a doubt, and I still read poems from it today. That 
book represented a posture, I guess, what it meant to be 
an English major; the poems were also explosive, out-of-
control experiences, constant reminders that language is 
intense and our experience of language is beautiful. So, 
the book of poems was important because it provided a 
kind of guide as to what I was and would become in grad 
school and then at the University.

3) What book is most important to you now? Why? 
 Every morning I read poems from the 1990 Run-
ning Press edition of Emily Dickinson’s Selected Poems. 
This is a tiny, hard-bound, blue pocket book. It literally 
fits in a shirt or jeans pocket.  And it is Amy’s book that 
I think she bought in Amherst, MA, in the 1990s. I have 
developed a deep love of those poems. Emily Dickinson 
understood the complexity of our everyday lives more 
than anyone I have read (other than James Joyce). I hon-
estly think these poems keep me sane on some level, and 
that is why I read them with a kind of devotion.

4) What book have you reread the most often in your 
life? Why? 
 Probably James Joyce’s Ulysses. If not, it should 
be. I try to read it once a year, in the spring, before 
Bloomsday on June 16. Throughout the year I am al-
ways thinking about it and reading passages from it. It 
is, simply, the greatest book ever written. I first read it 
when I was a junior in college. I had tried to read it on 
my own and I had failed. I read it in another independent 
study with a group of fellow undergrads and I think one 
graduate student named Terry Groce. It was an amazing, 
life-changing experience. Again, there has been no great-
er achievement than Ulysses. I think it comes the closest 
that any work has come at actually representing what it 
means and what it feels like to be a human being. It is 
also an intense political argument against colonialism 
and the oppressive power of the privileged, while at the 
same time being a celebration of the capacity for decen-
cy, kindness, and good cheer.

James Joyce
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1) What book was most important to you in high 
school? Why? 
 The Bible. I was taught to read it as one massive 
book of Absolute Truth, even if I hadn’t actually read 
most of it. More on that later. Also, Julius Caesar, be-
cause my AP English class got to write Act VI with key 
players transposed into Star Wars and Simpsons charac-
ters, but still in iambic pentameter. No, I will not share a 
copy. For fun, I liked Tom Clancy, perhaps because in ad-
dition to spinning a good thriller, he affirmed my sense of 
heroism and exceptionality. I also enjoyed Steinbeck and 
Frank Miller’s The Dark Knight Returns. Er, you may 
notice there’s a lot of Whiteness here. Yes.

2) What book was most important to you when you 
were an undergraduate English major? Why? 
 Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamozov. 
Independent studies on it and the books of Genesis and 
Job were among the means by which I moved from pre-
med and international relations to a double major in En-
glish and Hispanic studies, with a planned but one-class-
short (I think?) minor in psychology. Mary Shelley and 
Ralph Ellison were also complicit. I also discovered film 
studies, but not yet screenplays, so I better save that for 
another time.*

3) What book is most important to you now? Why?
 The Lord of the Rings, because one of my chil-
dren is sitting next to me as I’m writing and inherited a 
name taken from it, and I wanted to mention that so that 
Dr. Banash would have to roll his eyes. Five minutes 
ago, I’d have said a scholarly book on the racial signif-
icance of fictional and actual genetic science, because I 
was being asked to review it. Five minutes from now, it 
will be a manual on the psychology of coaching cues, 
because that’s what I’ll be thinking about on the way to 
high school baseball practice. Tomorrow, it’ll be Rich-
ard Powers’s The Overstory and forthcoming novel Be-
wilderment, concerning which I’ll be writing him a long 
email, partly in preparation for a 401G Major Authors 
course next fall.*

4) What book have you reread the most often in 
your life?  Why?
 It’s probably still something from the Hebrew 
and Greek scriptures. I gradually came to understand 
them as a rich library of truths approached via a wide 
variety of genres, and learning more about their trans-
lation and interpretation revealed a great deal to me 
about why some American readers would assault the 
US Capitol when an election didn’t go their way, while 
others risk themselves to confront the many forms of 
exploitation besetting our nation since its beginning. 
But within contemporary literature, beyond texts al-
ready mentioned, the contestants might also include Ur-
sula K. Le Guin’s The Left Hand of Darkness and The 
Dispossessed, Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead, and Mar-
garet Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale. BTW, I love this 
question, because rereading is re-creation, and it often 
illuminates realities that didn’t exist on one’s last jour-
ney.

 *These questions were answered around 7 p.m. 
on a weeknight in February 2021. Asked whenever 
you’re reading them, they would get four completely 
distinct—but hopefully not contradictory—answers. 
None of us are so simple that a single story suffices, but 
even a quick survey can open a conversation. If some-
thing raises your curiosity, please feel welcome to reach 
out. 

MY LIFE IN FOUR BOOKS: Everett HamnerMY LIFE IN FOUR BOOKS: Everett Hamner

Professor Everett Hamner 
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2020–2021 2020–2021 AnnouncementsAnnouncements  

 Each spring, the English Department awards 
$20,000 in scholarships and fellowships for our graduate 
and undergraduate students. We are pleased to announce 
the following students were awarded English scholar-
ships this spring for the 2020–2021 academic year.

Undergraduate Scholarship and Award Winners
Barbara & John Blackburn Scholarship:
 Darrin Ross 
Dr. Paul Blackford British Literature Scholarship:
 Darrin Ross
Dr. Olive Fite American Literature Scholarship: 
 Steven Clay
Nai-Tung Ting English Education Scholarship: 
 Samantha Smith
Dr. Irving Garwood Shakespeare Scholarship: 
 Josh Stinson 
Sig. Jeannette & Dean Johnson Scholarship:
 Mackenzie Ricco
Lila S. Linder English Scholarship:
 Abigail Gindlesberger & Josh Stinson 
Alfred J. Lindsey Memorial Scholarship: 
 Anthony Greer 
Karen Mann Essay Award in Literature and Film: 
 Lily Porter
John Merrett Scholarship in British Literature:
 Josh Stinson 
Michaela Romano Scholarship:
 Anna Headley 

Beth M. Stiffler Memorial Scholarship: 
 Deanna Palm 
Robert L. Hodges English Education Scholarship: 
 Josie Beaird
Wanninger Foundation Scholarship: 
 Lonita Ash
Scholar of the Year Scholarship: 
 Abigail Gindlesberger

Writing Awards
Bruce H. Leland Essay Contest: 
English 100, Introduction to Writing 
 1st Place, Peace Agbavito 
 2nd Place, Rivers Ashton 
 3rd Place, Blaize McGlasson & Daylon Moore 
English 180, College Writing I 
 1st Place, Sydney Nicole Hollis 
 2nd Place, Jennifer Hamlin & Kaitlyn Hilt 
 3rd Place, Jaken Hicks 
English 280, College Writing II  
 1st Place, Arsalaan Raza 
 2nd Place, John Warring 
 3rd Place, Joshlyn C. Lomax
GH 101 General Honors 
 1st Place, Likhitha Kancherla 
 2nd Place, Kaylee Agans 
 3rd Place, Isabella Maxwell
Multimodal Writing 
 1st Place, Yousif Nasher
 2nd Place, Madison Boyer 
 3rd Place, Micaela Maldonado
 
Lois C. Bruner Creative Nonfiction Awards:
 1st Place, Abigail Gindlesberger 
 2nd Place, Sarah Lind 
 3rd Place, Alison Holmes 

Cordell Larner Award in Fiction:
 1st Place, Jackson Watson 
 2nd Place, Crista Lounsberry 
 3rd Place, Victoria Law 

Cordell Larner Award in Poetry: 
 1st Place, Jackson Watson 
 2nd Place, Anali Mendoza 
 3rd Place, Alison Holmes

Students and faculty members celebrate during virtual 
English Awards Night
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Graduate Scholarship, Fellowship, and Award 
Winners

Ron & Leslie Walker Graduate Fellowship:
 Rene Jones 
Syndy M. Conger Essay Award: 
 Katya Kozhukhova 
Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award:
 Meghan O’Toole & A. J. Rocca 
Michaela Romano Scholarship:
 Andrew Round

Announcements
Current Students:

Josh Stinson has been appointed to serve as the 
Midwestern Student Representative to Sigma Tau Delta, 
the national English honors society. He will attend the 
Board of Directors meetings in Atlanta in 2021 and will 
help to nurture chapters throughout seven states.

Rachael Aderoju, Hannah Edwards, Kaylee Gun-
dling, and Maureen Sullivan inspired their audience 
to put Edgar Allan Poe’s writing in dialogue with past 
and contemporary writers in the “Edgar Allan Poe and 
His Contemporaries Roundtable” at the Sigma Tau Delta 
National Convention.

Mackenzie Ricco, Darrin Ross, and Jessica Schaum-
berg facilitated a thoughtful discussion about rural En-
glish education and social justice in the “Rural Schools 
and Diversity Roundtable” at the Sigma Tau Delta Na-
tional Convention.

Alumni:

Kimberly Ackers (B.A. 2015) accepted a position as 
Program Coordinator at University of Maryland Global 
Campus Kindsbach, Ramstien Air Base, Rhineland-Pa-
latinate, Germany.

Zachary Almqquist (B.A. 2016, M.A. 2019) accepted a 
position as Assistant Librarian at the East Moline Public 
Library in IL.

Allison Barr (B.A. 2021) accepted a position teaching 
English at Hamilton High School in Hamilton, IL.

Courtney Bender (B.A. 2020) accepted a position 
teaching English at Abingdon-Avon High School in 
Abingdon, IL.

Ryan Bronaugh (M.A. 2015) accepted a position as a 
writer and researcher with Minirva 6 Consultants in 
Washington D.C.

Flannery Burdick (M.A. 2008) accepted a position 
as Managing Director at Olive and Crane in Colorado 
Springs, CO.

Carmen Bizarri (B.A. 2021) accepted a position teach-
ing English at West Central High School in Biggsville, 
IL.

Dakota Carlson (B.A. 2016, M.A. 2019) accepted 
a position as University Writing Center Director/
Coordinator at Claflin University in South Carolina.

Hayleigh Covella (B.A. 2013, M.A. 2015) accepted a 
position as Assistant to the Library Director at Bettendorf 
Public Library in Iowa.

Shelby Davin (B.A. 2020) accepted a position as Program 
Specialist at Allegis Global Solutions in Glendale, 
Arizona.

Katelin Deushane (B.A. 2016) earned her master’s de-
gree in library science from the University of Illinois in 
2021. She recently accepted a position as Teen Services 
RA at Peoria Public Library in Illinois.

Kristen Dillender (B.A. 2016, M.A. 2018) was 
the keynote speaker at this year’s Thomas E. Helm 
Undergraduate Research Day. She is the managing editor 

Slide from the“Rural Schools and Diversity” roundtable 
at the Sigma Tau Delta National Convention
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of the journal American Literary History, while also 
studying climate change, the Anthropocene, and risk as-
sessment through later and contemporary US literature as 
she completes her Ph.D. at the University of Illinois.

Hannah Edwards (B.A. 2021) accepted a position 
teaching English at Bushnell-Prairie City High School in 
Bushnell, IL.

Jacob Gamage (B.A. 2005) accepted a position teaching 
English at Oakwood Friends Schools in Poughkeepsie, 
New York.

Taylor Giamari (B.A. 2020) accepted a position teaching 
English at St. Charles East High School in St. Charles, IL.

Rebecca Gonner (B.A. 2017) was promoted from 
Technical Writer to Quality Assurance Document Control 
Specialist at Abbott in Evanston, IL.

Katie Green (B.A. 2020) accepted a position teaching 
English at All About Learning in Northbrook, IL.

Gayle Grundstrom (B.A. 2020) accepted a position 
teaching at Stark County CUSD 100 in Wyoming, IL.

Emilie Hahn (B.A. 2021) accepted a position teaching 
English at Stark County CUSD 100 in Wyoming, IL.

Heather Harper (B.A. 2014, M.A. 2018) works as a 
reporter for the Memphis Democrat in Missouri.

Laura Landa (B.A. 2019) accepted a position teaching 
English at St. Linus Middle School in Oak Lawn, IL.

Alex Lounsberry (B.A. 2020) accepted a position 
teaching English at West Prairie High School in West 
Prairie, IL.

Mat McClanahan (B.A. 2019) accepted a position 
teaching English at Pekin Community High School in 
Pekin, IL.

Travis Moran (M.A. 2010) left Beijing, where he 
taught English, and has become a freelance writer and 
communications consultant living in Riga, Latvia.

John Naskrent (B.A. 2016, M.A. 2018) accepted a 
position as Document Control Specialist at HydroGeo-
Logic, Inc. in St. Louis.

Paige Rohrback (B.A. 2019) accepted a position teaching 
English at Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, IL.

Kelly (Schloss) Harrington (M.A. 2017) accepted a 
position as Senior Coordinator, Training and Internal 
Content at Beekeeper Marketing in Carbondale, IL.

Jo Spengler (B.A. 2019) accepted a position as a Writing 
Center Tutor at Lewis University in Chicago.

Connor Sullivan (B.A. 2021) received the College of 
Arts and Sciences Student Council Honorary Recognition 
Award in the area of Humanities. He has accepted a 
position teaching English at West Prairie Junior High and 
High School in West Prairie, IL.

Abigail Tichler (M.A. 2015) accepted a position as 
Marketing and Project Specialist at Midwest Electronics 
Gaming, LLC in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Joseph Turk (B.A. 2019) as accepted to Georgetown 
Law School in Washington D.C.

Brittany Venzon (B.A. 2020) accepted a position teaching 
English at Stark County CUSD 100 in Wyoming, IL.

Jared Worley (B.A. 2016, M.A. 2018) accepted a position 
as an instructional designer at Boeing in St. Louis.

Mike Valvano (M.A. 2012) accepted a position as 
Proposal Manager at EagleView in Rochester, New York.
 
Faculty:

Marjorie Allison became the Interim Chair of the En-
glish Department. In her first year in the position, she led 
a major update and expansion of the curriculum, which 
will now include revised major options in Literature and 
English Education and new major options in Creative 
Writing and Professional Writing.

David Banash presented “Copy, Cut, Paste: 
Fragmentation from Early Modern Commonplace Books 
to Avant-Garde Collages” at the American Comparative 
Literature Association Annual Conference in Chicago, 
IL.

Rebekah Buchanan published “What COVID-19 is 
Teaching Me About Writing” in Teaching/Writing: The 
Journal of Writing Teacher Education 9(1). She published 
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book reviews for School Library Journal and Library 
Journal, and she hosted New Books Network, New Books 
in Popular Culture Podcast. Her radio commentary, 
“Teachers for Diverse Student Populations” was broad-
cast on Tri-States Public Radio. She presented “DREAM-
ers and Undocumented Students Access to Higher Educa-
tion: Findings from Interviews with 33 Dreamers” with 
Julia Albarracin and Marcy Olague-Jamaic at the virtual 
Sharing the Dream Conference. She won awards, includ-
ing WIU Provost Award for Internationalizing the Cam-
pus; WIU College of Arts and Sciences Award for Inter-
nationalizing the Campus; and WIU Foundation Summer 
Research Stipend for Heterodoxy: Examining the Writ-
ings in an Undergraduate Feminist Zine.

Merrill Cole co-edited and co-translated Quertext: An 
Anthology of Queer Voices from German-Speaking Eu-
rope (U of Wisconsin P, 2021). He was invited by Tupelo 
Press to participate in its 30/30 series, in which he 
published a poem a day for the month.

Roberta Di Carmine is currently researching for her 
next book project on African history and culture in which 
she examines a vast collection of rare photographs of Af-
rican tribes (mostly Zulu in southern Africa and Maasai 
in Tanzania) taken between 1930-1950 by Italian-Amer-
ican photographer and filmmaker Attilio Gatti. She will 
continue working on this book project next year, during 
her one-year sabbatical.

Magdelyn Helwig co-wrote “Making It as a Female 
Writing Program Administrator: Using Collective Action 
and Feminist Mentoring Practices to Transgress Gendered 
Boundaries” for Women’s Ways of Making (Utah State U 
P, 2021). She also led the development of the department’s 
new major option in professional writing.

Tim Helwig served his seventh year as Midwestern Re-
gent for Sigma Tau Delta International English Honor 
Society, and he helped to establish new national intern-
ships for English students with the National Council of 
Teachers of English and the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. He moderated a roundtable led by four WIU En-
glish majors on the writing of Edgar Allan Poe at Sigma 
Tau Delta’s virtual annual convention in March. He also 
reviewed manuscripts for ESQ: A Journal of the Ameri-
can Renaissance and served his sixth year as Treasurer 
for the Research Society for American Periodicals.

William Knox presented “A Perhaps Immodest Proposal: 
Re-envisioning Honors Program Admissions” and “Not 
Finding (and Finding) Private Honors Support” at the 
Upper Midwest Honors Conference as well as “Re-imag-
ining Sustainability Outcomes” at Environmentally Con-
cerned Citizens, Macomb. He published “Sustainability 
and Situational Awareness” in the McDonough County 
Voice.

Barb Lawhorn published her short stories “Treading Wa-
ter” in Sandhills Literary Magazine and “Underground 
Volcanoes” forthcoming in Sierra Nevada Review. She 
also published the poems “Beading the Alphabet”, “Orb 
Eater”, and “Capsaicin’s Kiss” in White Wall Review. She 
tells M&L that “I did no presenting or traveling, unless 
you include the presentation of many donut moments to 
my teenagers for coping admirably, and significant travel 
between my home office and kitchen. As far as winning, 
successfully completing this semester, creating vibrant 
writing communities in Zoom classrooms, and navigating 
rich life with a seventh grader, a high school junior, and 
an exuberant Jackabee, all without killing a single plant 
are going to be the only take-home prizes.”

Dan Malachuk is a Visiting Professor at Universität 
Heidelberg, where he taught the “Seminar: George El-
iot,” Anglistisches Seminar, Summer 2021. He published 
“Romanticism and Democracy,” in the Handbook of 
American Romanticism (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2021) and 
“‘Wider than Our Views of It’: Thoreau’s Universalism,” 

Quertext, co-edited by Merrill Cole
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in Thoreau Beyond Borders (Amherst: University of 
Massachusetts Press, 2020). He presented “The Profes-
sor’s House, Settler Colonialism, and Pessimism” at the 
Brandeis Novel Symposium, Waltham, MA.

Amy Mossman led the development of the department’s 
new major option in professional writing.

Mark Mossman was interviewed by Olga Springer for 
“A Q&A with Mark Mossman” at the Disability, Arts, 
and Sexualities panel for The Limits of Pleasure Virtual 
Conference at Dublin City University, Ireland. His 
review “On Disability and Life in Ireland” is forthcoming 
in Prose Studies. His essay “Lucy Grealy’s Face” is forth-
coming in Disability, Arts, and Sexuality from Palgrave 
Macmillian. He was inducted into WIU chapter of Phi 
Kappa Phi.

Christopher Morrow stepped down from his position 
as interim department chair and left Western to become 
chair of the English department at Tarlton State Universi-
ty in Stephenville, Texas.

Rich Ness published “A Certain Autonomy: Music in the 
Films of John Huston” in Miranda – Revue pluridisci-
plinaire du monde anglophone. He presented “In the Se-
berg Style: How Jean Seberg Challenged the Male Gaze” 
and chaired the panel “About Jean Seberg: Actress, Ac-
tivist, Icon” at the annual Society for Cinema and Media 
Studies conference.

Alisha White published “Discovering Disability Expe-
riences” in English Journal, 110(4); “Analyzing Visual 
Representations of Bipolar Disorder in Marvel’s The Un-
stoppable Wasp” in The ALAN Review, 47(3) Special Issue 
Exploring Adolescent Neurodiversity and Mental Health 
in YA Literature; “The Roots of Addiction as Portrayed 
in American Comic Books and Graphic Novels,” “The 
Portrayal of Addiction Consequences in American Comic 
Books and Graphic Novels,” “The Portrayal of Addiction 
Recovery in American Comic Books and Graphic Nov-
els—Part 1” all in Blog & New Postings at William White 
Papers. She presented “Creative Responses in Stimulated 
Recall Interviews: Universal Design for Interview Meth-
ods” [paper] and “Where Are the Recovery Narratives?: 
Analyzing Representations of Addiction Treatment and 
Recovery in Comic Books and Graphic Novels” [post-
er] at the International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry 
(ICQI) at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, 
IL, Virtual Conference. She was also a co-presenter for 

“Stepping Beyond Our Words: Walking for Place, Com-
munity and Self” at the ICQI. She was a co-presenter for 
“Entanglements: Valuing Multiple Simultaneous Iden-
tities through Walking Methodologies” in a roundtable 
session for A Confluence of Arts: Mini Workshops for 
Bringing All the Arts into ELA ELATE Commission on 
Arts and Literacy at the annual conference of the Nation-
al Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), in Denver, 
CO. She was invited to present “Ethnography and Inter-
viewing” at the University of Lynchburg and “Introduc-
tion to Arts-Based Research” at the University of Kansas. 
She was also asked to present “Disability Representation 
in Literature and Popular Culture” at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship in Macomb.

Erika Wurth published short fiction, including “Let Kari 
Float Down,” Cutleaf; “Cecilia,” Massachusetts Review; 
“Little Fox and the Case of the Missing Regalia,” Unti-
tled Middle Grade Powwow Anthology (Harper Collins); 
“Against All Odds,” The Walrus; “Jim,” Water~Stone Re-
view; “On Account of How Special and Indian,” Talking 
River; “Why’d you Go Daddy? Was I Bad?” BYNWR. 
She also published non-fiction, including “The Fifth 
Wave, Intersections in Canadian and American Indi-
an Fiction,” The Writer’s Chronicle; “Not Your Grand-
mother’s Native American Fiction, Five Speculative Na-
tive American Writers Changing the Landscape of Native 
Fiction Forever,” ALL ARTS; “Are Native Americans 
Finally On the Cusp Of True Visibility,” Shondaland; 
“Native Americans and what Sovereignty Means During 
a Pandemic,” Bitch Media; “Cherokee Citizens are Writ-
ing Themselves into an Indigenous Future,” Lithub; “14 
New and Upcoming Books By Native American Writers 
You’ll Love,” Buzzfeed. She also read her work at ven-
ues and events including “Stranger than Fiction,” a panel 
with author Erika Krause for the City of Longmont, CO; 
Interview for Collected Works Bookstore with Author 
Rebecca Roanhorse; Oklahoma City University Reading; 
Three Part Series for Lit Hub TV Contemporary Native 
American Writers Series; Litfest Creative Intellectual/In-
tellectual Creative (CO); Vermont College of Fine Arts; 
AWP: “Savage Sunsets: A Memorial Tribute to Adrian C. 
Louis”; Read Earth MFA, reading series.
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Which words or phrases do you most overuse?
I wish I could have said “fanfaronade,” but, alas, they’re 
the same ones most people overuse, “I believe,” “I think,” 
and “very.”

What do you consider your greatest achievement?
Usually not phoning it in—whatever it happens to be.

Which talent would you most like to have? 
To be a talented linguist—more books to read!

If you were to die and come 
back as a person or a thing, 
what would it be?
A twenty-dollar bill, endlessly cir-
culating. You’d meet people from 
all walks of life and most of them 
would desire you—though a few 
would think of you as the root of 
all evil, which has a certain glam-
our.

What do you regard as the low-
est depth of misery? 
To be a “help-refusing complain-
er.”

Where would you most like to 
live?
Three places: Macomb; a pied-à-terre in New York, pref-
erably in Chelsea, the top floor, and with a doorman.
I also would like a roomy villa in Vientiane.

What is your most treasured possession?
My effective lack of debt—if that can be described as 
a possession. It (and 175 mg of Trazodone) allows me 
to sleep at night, and buy books, presents, and, recently, 
tulip bulbs. I have over 200 on order.

Who is your hero of fiction?
The unseen narrator of Andrew Halloran’s Dancer from 
the Dance. I love his sensibility, its gentle irony, its gen-
erous acceptance of life’s miraculousness, the fact that 
we are here and life, all of it, is astonishing.

Who are your heroes in real life?
Father Bob Pawell OSF, who opened the first AIDS hos-
pice in New Orleans, and whose heart and mind were 
open to anyone who cared to engage with him. He was 
generous, fearless, human, curious about everything, pas-
sionate, lovingly imperfect. I have also admired my Jesuit 
friends and teachers for similar reasons.

What do you consider the most overrated virtue?
Believing that an objective point exists from which virtues 

can be rated. I find rating things of-
ten to be overrated. This mania for 
measuring the immeasurable led to 
silly program closures,1 layoffs,2 
misery, fear and damage to faculty 
and staff and to WIU.

When and where were you hap-
piest?
Summer camp in Monterey, Ten-
nessee. We’d go for one or two 
months—it was heavenly; Grad-
uate school in fabled Hattiesburg, 
the Weimar Berlin of the 1980s; 
and, now, Macomb. I like island 
living. It drives some people batty, 
but I find the constraint of small-
town life to invite creativity.

What is your motto?
I have a number3 that describe my day-to-day movement 
through this veil of tears and laughter: Always be open to 
astonishment. Beauty is all around us. Be generous. Ask, 
“Why?” and “Why not.”

1 Based on a flawed algorithm from the IBHE, these clo-
sures did not save money. In fact, several of these pro-
grams are now being resurrected with great ballyhoo. 
2 These did not save money either, but re-
directed salary dollars to other priorities. 
3 See my tendency above to resist reducing things to one 
thing.

Proust QuestionnaireProust Questionnaire 
with William Thompson

Professor William Thompson



We hope you enjoy the eighth print edition of The Mir-
ror & the Lamp. The goal of our magazine is to bring 
together students, faculty, and alumni of Western Illi-
nois University’s Department of English. 

Please keep us informed of your recent activities and 
achievements. Email your news to our faculty adviser, 
Dr. David Banash: d-banash@wiu.edu. 

You can also find more stories in our online edition at 
mirrorandthelamp.org. 
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